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Why do we need Unit Communications? 

• Communication/Promotion 

– Internal 

• Activities 

• Events 

• Recognitions 

– External 

• Recognitions 

• Promote Scouting 

• Events / Activities 
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Newsletters – Target Audience 

• ? 

• Parents, Family of Scout 

• Chartered Organization 

• Scouters 

• Scouts 
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What can you put in newsletters? 

• Calendars 

• Event Details; Dates, Deadlines & Fees 

• Recognitions 

• “Thank You”s 

• Birthdays 

• Scoutmaster’s Minutes 

• Open Adult Leader positions 

…And Much, Much More! 
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Things to Remember 

• Keep your audiences in mind 

• Effective management involves planning. 

• A newsletter must be sustainable.  

• Begin with good basics and build on solid ground. 

• Deadlines are sacred. 

• The editor rules! 

• byline and an author's note. 

• Function over form 
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More Things to Remember 

• emailed newsletter - 'clean and simple' spells 

'effective'. 

• Good writing and good editing require direction 

and hard work. 

• Lead with strong items that have broad appeal. 

• Any successful newsletter depends on plentiful 

and reliable sources. 

• Look for reader feedback 
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Ways to get your Newsletter out 

• Paper copies via the scout 

– Pros: limited to copying costs 

– Cons: doesn’t always make it home 

• Paper copies via US Mail 

– Pros: almost always gets there 

– Cons: higher cost, timing 

• Electronic Copies via email 

– Pros: very low cost, can add “bells & whistles”, fast 

– Cons:  Some parents still do not use email, not secure 
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Examples 
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Troop 253 
 

  

As you already know, Brian Davis has stepped down as our Scoutmaster.  It is hard to comprehend Troop 

253 without Mr. Davis.  After all, he has been our Scoutmaster for ten years.  That is the longest tenure in 

recent history.  Mr. Davis has been the guiding light for many boys progress from first year Scouts through 

the rank of Eagle.  This Troop just celebrated its 90
th

 anniversary, and of all the Eagles Scouts this Troop 

produced, over 25 percent were achieved during Mr. Davis’ reign. 

 

Mr. Davis had become one of the icons of our Troop through his leadership skills.  He is well known at the 

Seneca District and Great Trail Council levels because of his love of Boy Scouting.  With his great 

reputation, Mr. Davis was able to represent the Great Trail Council at several Boy Scout Jamborees.  His 

consideration of the individual boy’s needs has strengthened our Troop, our District and our Council.   

 

Mr. Davis went “all out” for our Troop and the individual Scouts within our Troop.  He spent many days 

and nights at meetings and camping with the Troop.  He showed, by example, how a Scout should live by 

the Scout Oath and the Scout Law.  I am sure there were many other things he could have done in his free 

time, but Mr. Davis knew his job as Scoutmaster meant he had to balance his family life and Scouting.  

Mrs. Jane Davis shows great support of her husband’s love of Scouting. 

 

Mr. Davis’ personality is one of helping other people.  Over these past ten years, I know many Scouts have 

fond memories of Boy Scouting because of Mr. Davis.  That is the type of person Brian Davis is and 

exemplifies.   

 

THANK YOU VERY MUCH, Brian Davis, for your time, energy and devotion to all of us at Troop 253. 

 

Ken Hodar 

 

 

To 

Scoutmaster 

Brian  Davis 

Thank You for your Ten Years of dedication as Scoutmaster to 

Boy Scout Troop 253 

 

 September,  19__   to  September, 2005 

THANK YOU FROM MIKE LUCAS 

 
     I would like to thank everybody who was involved in the Eagle Ceremony for Dan and me.  It was a 

wonderful evening that I'll remember for a long, long time.  I hoped everyone enjoyed sharing six 

years of fun and friendship like I did. 

     I am very grateful to everyone that has been involved with Troop #253 during the past six years for 

helping me reach the rank of Eagle.  The guidance, encouragement and support of so many people over 

the years especially Mr. Baughman, Mr. Frank, Mr. Hoover, Mr. Wands, Mr. Sellman, and let's not 

forgot Mr. Davis, have made a such a positive difference in my life. 

     I have learned so much over the years, and I don't think I would be here today writing this if it were 

not for all of you.  So thanks again for everything you have done for me! 

 

 

BLACK BEAR COMES BACK  

TO OHIO 

 
   No, it’s not your imagination.  You are hearing more and more reports of black bears prowling 

Ohio’s eastern woodlands and—in a few rare cases—some suburban neighborhoods.  Last year, a 

record 128 black bear sightings in 29 Ohio counties were reported to the state’s wildlife division, 

which keeps tabs on resident and visiting bruins. 

   Black bears are once again on the move and will undoubtedly provide a few lucky Ohioans the rare 

opportunity of glimpsing these fascinating animals in the wild.   

   Beginning in the 1980s, neighboring bears began expanding their range westward into the Buckeye 

State.  50 to 75 black bears, including a number of breeding “sows” are now living in eastern and 

southeastern Ohio year round, according to Dave Swanson, wildlife biologist with the Ohio 

Department of Natural Resources Division of Wildlife. 

   Young males probably account for most of Ohio’s bear sightings.  Black bears are highly mobile and 

it’s not unusual for these 1 to 2 year old male “weanlings”  newly shunned by their mothers to travel 

up to 200 miles in search of a quiet woods to call home.  Female bears, on the other hand, tend to stick 

close to their birthplace. 

   Seeing a bear in the wild can inspire both awe and fear, although Swanson emphasizes that  

burgeoning numbers of black bears are nothing to fear.  He added that people and bears can live 

together in harmony, as long as the humans observe a few basic rules and keep their distance. 

   “First and foremost, never feed a bear or entice one with snacks,” Swanson said.  “Feeding a bear 

causes it to lose its fear of humans and become a pest.” 

   Garbage cans, bird feeders and pet food dishes are “fast-food stands” for bears.  Although their 

favorite meals are berries and grubs, bears will eat anything that’s handy. 

   “Bears are naturally shy creatures and do their best to avoid humans,” said Swanson.  “In the wild, 

they only become feisty if they have no way to avoid an encounter.”  He stressed that any person 

confronting a bear, whether it’s a cub or adult, should back away slowly and give the animal plenty of 

room to escape. 

   Be aware, too, that black bears are an endangered species in Ohio and hunting them is prohibited. 

 

   If you are fortunate enough to glimpse one of Ohio’s newest residents, report your sighting to ODNR 

at 1-800-WILDLIFE.  Your information will help biologists better understand these magnificent  

creatures. 

 

By Laura Jones, ODNR, Stow Sentry, April 21, 2002 
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Troop 265 - “Troop Scoop” 
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 DECEMBER CAMPOUT IS CALLED THE KLONDIKE  
WARM-UP.  A Winter Camping Gear List is being 
distributed at the meeting tonight.  If you don’t see the one 
from the meeting, you can read or print the one on our 
Website.  It should be posted by Friday. 
 
We will camp at Camp Manatoc, Legion Lodge, December 
2-4.  The purpose of this campout is to get Scouts used to 
outdoor activities in cooler weather and have a cabin to go 
into to warm up when necessary.  This is a perfect 
opportunity for several Scouts to do their Second Class or 
First Class cooking or to pass other rank requirements.  
Menus must be approved in advance.  Cost is $15.00.  WE 
meet at Faith Lutheran Church at 6:00 p.m. Friday and 
return time is about 10:00 a.m. Sunday.   
 
TROOP WILL ORDER CAMPING GEAR FROM 
CAMPMOR.  With the Holidays fast approaching, some 
parents may want to give a gift of camping gear.  Using the 
Winter Camping Gear List distributed tonight, you may find 
some things at Campmor.com that will fit the bill.  
Remember the Troop gets 10% off on almost everything 
from Campmor.  Just call or email me the item numbers, 
color, size and description and I will order it.  It has to be 
ordered on Troop letterhead and paid for by Troop check 
to get the 10% discount.  You pay the Troop when the item 
comes in. 
 
TROOP POPCORN SALES ARE BIG SUCCESS!  The 
Troop has sold about $16,700 worth of popcorn so far this 
year.  If you know of someone that wants to order more, 
we can still get most items for the next couple weeks.  Just 

call Mrs. Zbasnik  (330-666-7307).  The Troop sends a big 
thanks Mrs. Z and all the adults that helped out with the booth 
sales at Lowes, Walmart, St. Hilary and Faith Lutheran 
Church and those that sold at their workplaces. 
 
OUR JANUARY CAMPOUT IS THE OLD PORTAGE 
DISTRICT KLONDIKE.  All of the troops in the District usually 
participate.  It is a competition at the patrol level using 
knowledge and skill to demonstrate the Tenderfoot thru First 
Class Scout Skills in a fun way.  We camp in tents.  This is 
one of our best attended events because it is so much fun.  It 
is amazing how warm it is sleeping in a tent.  We have a 
heated building to take Scouts into if they get cold.  The 
permission slip for the Klondike will be in our next Newsletter 
and on the Website. 
 
ADVANCEMENT CAN BE CHECKED OFF AT MOST 
MEETINGS.  Scouts should read the material in the Scout 
Handbook and practice or prepare at home.  Then tell a 
leader at the beginning of the meeting that he is ready to be 
checked off.  Usually a leader will assign an older Scout to 
work with the Scout wanting to finish a requirement, however, 
the adult may also do it himself.  Certain requirements can 
only be accomplished on Campouts. 
 
PLEASE SAVE YOUR ACME RECEIPTS AND BRING 
THEM TO THE TROOP MEETINGS!  Put your name on 

them and Kari Ledger will redeem them for the Troop. 
 
Any Questions?  Please call Jim or Charlotte Horvath at 

330-666-4521 or email jhorvath99@aol.com

________________________________________________________________________________ 
Permission Slip 

 

As the parent or legal guardian of ______________________________, I hereby give my permission for this child to participate in an 

outing with Troop 390.  

       Location 

Departure Time: 6:00 p.m. Friday  Date: 12/02/05  Faith Lutheran Church 

Return Time: 10:00 a.m. Sunday Date: 12/04/05 Scout’s Home 

 
Activity:       Klondike Warm-up, Camp Manatoc, Legion Lodge Cost: $15.00 

 

I give permission to the leaders of the above unit to render First Aid, should the need arise. In the event of an emergency, I also give 

permission to the physician, selected by the adult leader in charge, to hospitalize, secure proper anesthesia, injection, or secure other 

medical treatment as needed.  I further agree to hold the above named unit and its leaders blameless for any accidents that might occur 

during this outing except for clear acts of negligence or non-adherence to BSA policies and guidelines.  In case of emergency, I can be 

reached by phone at _____________________or ___________________ .   

 

If I cannot be reached, please contact ____________________________ at _______________________ . 

 

Signed _______________________________ Date ___________________ 

(Parent or Guardian)                                      

Troop 390 Scout & Family Newsletter  
Faith Lutheran Church 

2726 West Market Street 
Fairlawn OH 44333 

Troop Website www.bsatroop390.org   November 2005 #2 

Troop 390 

“Scout & Family 

Newsletter” 
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Troop 380 

"What your son 

didn't tell you" 



Press Releases 
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Press Release Content 

• Eagle Scouts Recognitions 

• Adult Recognitions 

• Open Houses 

• Community Service Projects 

• High Adventure Trips 

• Attendance to National / International 

Scouting events (Jamboree) 
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Things to Remember 

• Shorter is better 

• Write in the third person (no “I”s or “Me”s) 

• Make sure that you have permission from the 
parents of all youth used in your article 

• Avoid Jargon 

• Include a photo and name all in the photo  

• Include contact information with your press 
release 

• Email is a great way to contact the newspaper 
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Standard Format 
• 8 ½" X 11“ 

• 1” margins.  

• Use capitals in the first letter of all words in the headline, except 
'a' or 'an,' etc.  

• Use only one side of each page.  

• For multiple page releases, use the word "more" between two 
dashes (- more -) and center it at bottom of each page to let 
readers know that it continues.  

• Use three number symbols (###) immediately following the last 
paragraph to signify the end.   

• Keep your press release to 300-500 words, unless the event is 
truly momentous  

• Use an attention-getting title   

• Double-space the body of your text.  
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Standard Format 

1. Top: Type "FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE" 

2. Contact information 

3. HEADLINE 

4. Lead Paragraph 

• Should contain the 5 W's: who, what, when, where and why. 

5. The main body of your press release 

6. Boilerplate 

7. ### 

8. Contact info 
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Standard  

Format 



2011 – G445 Dennis Bradley 

University of Scouting 

Examples 
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Troop 1 

“Open House” 
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Troop 1 

“Open House” 
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Troop 380 

Eagle Scout 



Web Sites 
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Stuff you’ll need 

• Software or service to edit your site 

• You will need a web address 

– “domain name” - www.yourname.??? 

• .com, .org, .net, .us…etc. 

• Web server 

• Start small 

– Start with one or two pages 

• Most important - Content 
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Your web site should…. 

• be easy to read – fonts & colors 

• be easy to navigate  

• should be easy to find  

• have a page layout and design should that is consistent 

throughout the site  

• be quick to download  

• NOT contain personal information about your youth 

• Not have information you don’t want EVERYONE to 

know 
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Content 

• Calendars 

• Announcements 

• Troop History 

• Meeting Schedule 

• Photo galleries 

• Troop bylaws/policies 

• Merit Badge 

Counselors 

• Uniform Exchange 

• Lists 

– Troop Eagles 

– Adult leaders 

– Awards Page 

• Parents Guide to 

scouting 

• Recipes / cooking 

• Links 

• Guide to Safe Scouting 
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Content 

• Forms 

– Permission slips  

– Duty Rosters 

– Camp fire planner 

– Menu Planners 

– Packing list 

• Camping 

• Winter Camping 

• Backpacking 

– Uniform inspections 

– Medical  

 

• High Adventure 

Program 

• Scoutmaster Minute 

• Adult Leader contacts 

– Email addresses 

• Summer Camp Info 

 

 



Dennis Bradley 

University of Scouting 

Council Guidelines 

• Pictures of Youth OK with conditions 

• Absolutely no youth names, phone 

numbers, email addresses…etc. 

• Info about adults OK with permission 

• No password protected content 

• No commercial content or advertisements 

• Be care of external links 

• No political commentary 
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Examples 
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www.marnoc.org 

http://www.marnoc.org/
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trooponeakron.org/ 
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www.troop380.net 

http://www.troop380.net/


Social Media 
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examples 

• Facebook 

 

 

 

 

• Twitter 
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BSA Guidelines 

• “Two Deep leadership” 

• Needs Monitoring 

• Open & Public 

• Youth Protection policies still apply 

• Comments are not official BSA policy 

• No Private messages to youth (CC another 

adult) 

• Update regularly 
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Facebook 

• 13 years or older 

• “Page” not a “Group” 

• 2 adult admins 

• Avoid direct messages 

• All posting should comply with Scout Oath 

& Law 

• Remove inappropriate content ASAP 

• Needs constant monitoring 

 Dennis Bradley 

University of Scouting 
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Twitter 

• Designed for quick short updates:140 char. 

• Still Public 

• avoid direct messages 

• Need 2 admins 

• All content posted – Scout Oath & Law 

• Needs regular updates 

• Constant monitoring 

Dennis Bradley 
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2012 – G445 Dennis Bradley 

University of Scouting 



Dennis Bradley 

University of Scouting 

Conclusion 

• Communications is the life blood of all 

organizations.   

• Keep the internal lines open with newsletters.   

• And share the good word and works of Scouting 

to others by using press releases and websites. 

 

Good Luck! 


